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The summer is nearly over 
and we all will have to start 
wearing our sweaters since 
the temperatures are in the 
90’s. The Society, seemly 
asleep this summer, was 

awake and very active in various historical activities. 
Martha Dennis, was awarded the 2016 Ruth Byrne   
Historical Preservation Award on August 9. 2016. Vice 
Mayor Ian Hugh and the City Council presented the 
award for outstanding contributions preserving Glen-
dale’s history. The Society through Gail Meyers working 
with Marty Cole and Carol Hook worked on the 2016 
Membership Directory and sent it to all members. Work 
has been done in making repairs to Manistee Ranch 
house and office, including patching up the multitude of 
Woodpecker holes and an upgraded and safer back 
porch. This was made possible by a kind donation of 
$4,000 from Vice-Mayor Ian Hugh and a $2,000 dona-
tion from Mayor Jerry Weiers. The Society deeply ap-
preciates the commitment and support from these indi-
viduals. It’s not easy to maintain an 1897 historic ranch 
house, office, barn and garage. The Society has made 
a grant application to the Tohono O’odham Indian Res-
ervation for a grant to complete the replacement of the 

Manistee Ranch roof. The biggest news for the Society 
is that on August 20, 2016 the Board of Directors met 
with Erik Strunk, Director of Public Facilities, Recreation 
and Special Events and staff Tim Barnard, Assistant 
Director, Mike Gregory, Parks Administrator and Jon 
Froke, AICP, Planning Director and Historic Preserva-
tion Officer to discuss the Sahuaro Ranch Use Agree-
ment. The term used by Erik Strunk is “Business as 
Usual” for GAHS at the Guest House and Rose Gar-
den. The revised agreement keeps the weddings with 
GAHS. The Board will review the agreement and pro-
vide city staff with suggested revisions. The agreement 
will be taken to the Historic Preservation Commission 
and the Parks and Recreation Commission for review. It 
will then be presented to the City Council for approval 
by resolution. City staff discussed the upcoming Master 
Plan program for Sahuaro Ranch and capital improve-
ments based on the plan. GAHS is invited to be a part 
of that planning process. There is new city staff at Sa-
huaro Ranch and festivals being planned over the year. 
The Board looks forward in working in partnership with 
the city. The Board discussed the long range future of 
Manistee Ranch and laid out all of the meeting dates 
and programs for the upcoming year. There are exciting 
and fun programs for the membership. 

On September 8, 1945 at 11:00 AM 
Technical Sergeant Link L. Colvin, 
member of the Second Squadron 
Seventh Cavalry, was part of the 
guard and ceremonial Squadron for 
General of the Army MacArthur at 
the raising of the first American flag 
to be flown over Tokyo since       
December 7, 1941.  The photo is of 
General MacArthur and top military 
officers marching into the American 
Embassy for the flag raising cere-
mony. Link’s unit was the first allied 

unit officially to enter the city of To-
kyo, Japan since the declaration of 
war between the United State and 
Japan on December 8, 1941. Link 
was the head of his platoon and 
stated ”I was right in the middle of 
it”. Before this event Link was in the 
army for four years and a veteran of 
two campaigns of the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater ribbon with campaign stars 
for Leyte and Luzon and the Philip-
pine Liberation ribbon with two 
stars. He received the Purple Heart 

for wounds received in action and 
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge. 
He is a Glendale High School grad-
uate and worked as a butcher for 
Carl Stockman before enlisting in 
the army in October, 1941. His wife, 
Daisy Colvin, lived in Glendale, AZ 
and San Bernardino, CA. He is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Colvin, 
Glendale, AZ. 
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Sahuaro Ranch Main House 
1895 

Manistee Ranch 
1897 

Sahuaro Ranch Guest House 
1896 

The Glendale Arizona Historical Society has over 150 members that have supported the 
Society with their membership, donations and attendance at Society meetings. The pro-
grams and services that the Society is noted for and appreciated take the kind donation of 
time and talent by our members as VOLUNTEERS. The Guest House and Manistee 
Ranch tours are done by volunteers- the beautiful and educational exhibits are created 
and maintained by volunteers. The holding of 50-60 rose garden weddings each year are 
facilitated by volunteers. The Board of Directors and most administration, marketing, edu-
cation, research and outreach are done by volunteers. Without the volunteers the Society 
would be unable to fulfill its mission of preserving and promoting Glendale’s history.  

It is totally understandable that health and other matters may preclude volunteering, but 
for those who are in good health and have some time please offer your help as a docent 
or curator in our museums (don’t need to be an expert- we have the materials and train-
ing) for Sunday tours at the Guest House and Saturday tours at Manistee Ranch. Sign up 
to be a “wedding belle or beau” facilitating the beautiful rose garden weddings ( no experi-
ence needed- you will be trained and work with a seasoned facilitator) The photos in this 
article show volunteers improving the research library and setting up the military exhibit for 
this fall at the Guest House. CALL 623-435-0072 and tell Marty or Carol you wish to be a 
docent, facilitator or help in other ways.  WE NEED VOLUNTEERS !!! 
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Over 45 people had fun going back 
to their childhood, including Mayor 
Jerry Weiers and Ron Short (pictured 
at right) on April 25, 2016 at Manis-
tee Ranch when the West Valley His-
torical Railroad Society set up their 
Beet Sugar Factory and Santa Fe 
Depot layouts with running HO scale 
trains- whistles and rumbling noises. 
Jess Poole, with the Railroad Society 
talked about the trains and models of 
historic buildings. The group is look-
ing for a location to build downtown 
1950’s Glendale model with a lighted 
Murphy Park. Charlie Sands talked 
about his childhood at Manistee 
Ranch and playing with Buzz Sands.  


